SHIN SANGHO : BYPRODUCT

Where does an artist go after covering entire buildings in firedceramic
paintings? For SHIN Sangho, one answer is: you go to

your local U.S. Army base and requisition some de-commissioned
military materiel. In Seoul, no problem.

The artist's latest creations transform obsolete industrial and military
vehicles, machinery, containers, and propellers, for example, into
colorful, eminently peaceful artworks. Pillbox, Automaton, Blueprint,
and WMD all employ large steel container boxes. Perched on
wheels, they look like small, squared-off freight cars covered in
graffiti. Pillbox and WMD have fired paintings embedded in the steel
plates that form the sides, providing a dynamic contrast of rugged
and brawny steel with the characteristic luminosity of Shin's
crisscrossing linear glazes. Blueprint has the image of Shin's familiar
ram's head as a logo-like symbol, centered in a circle.

In the black-and-white sculpture, Grid, two black radiator-shaped
containers are covered in a mysterious white numbering
systemreinforcing a genera Ifeeling of a control system not shared by all.
Chatter is a forest of steel pillars, also numbered, but topped by

Shin's glazed-ceramic ram's-head sculptures in a variety of colors.

The humorous notion of the animals chattering among one another

is tempered by the idea of the ominous “chatter” that comes

through intelligence gathering.

The “Chimera” series includes Shin's trademark horses, wheeled
in, like Trojan horses, on steel plates. Like most of the sculpture in
the “Chimera” series, they are a combination of cut-steel sheets
and slabs of glazed ceramic. Here, curved ceramic “saddles” add
an extra element of colorful patterning to the elegant equine
silhouettes. They are seductive in every way, and would certainly
fool any gullible enemies whose camps they entered.

Shin has also used large oil tanks as forms or suggestions of
forms: the resulting Chimera Warriors almost look like bottles of
Absolut vodka, standing upright and filled, orrather, covered, with
cacaphonous glazed designs. The multi-colored and sweeping
patterning on the draped and armored ceramic garb of Chimera
Guardians makes them seem like Samurai or Masai warriors in full
regalia; while the seated Chimera Khan are reminiscent of Polish
artist Magdalena Abakanowicz's faceless and anonymous
sculptural entities. Although less obviously linked to military
paraphernalia than the sculptures repurposing actual military
material, the “Chimera” embody one of the messages of the artist's
current work:because they represent human and animal
intervention and intent, the hope seems to be that war-making
yields to peace-keeping-over and over again.

The exhibition's tour de force, keeping things in perspective and no
doubt a stand-in for the artist, is Don Quixote, with a horizontal oil
tank serving as the torso for the riotously glazed ceramic skin of a
fantastic steed, ridden by a polka-dotted rider holding onto the
horse's giant steel neck and head. It is as if the artist were heading
off to the next of his wild and romantic projects, using whatever
means are at hand, advancing his achievement by leaps and
bounds.

Cynthia Nadelman. 2012
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